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Key Questions

▪ What subjects are on offer in Davitt College?

▪ Am I interested in a particular course/career area, 
what subjects are essential? ( Course and College 
Entry Requirements)

▪ If not essential, what subjects would be 
useful/helpful for this course/career area? (useful vs. 
points)

▪ What subjects do I like? (motivation, not the teacher)

▪ What subjects am I relatively good at, where do my 
strengths lie? Consider future and past assessments. 
(results, feedback and reflection)



General Advice

▪ If a student is very unsure what 
it is he/she wants to do in the 
future:

▪ Pick a broad range of subjects in 
order to keep options open.

▪ However, you MUST play to your 
strengths and your interests too.

▪ Many students will change their 
minds about their future a number 
of times in the next 2 years. 

▪ Researching now will help you 
make informed decisions going 
forward.

E.g. 

one language 

one science 

one business

one humanities / applied science.

This combination would allow access into a 

broad range of courses/careers.*



Leaving Certificate 
Programme

▪ Leaving Certificate is a 2 year programme.
▪ Full time commitment required over 2 years.
▪ 5th year is very important especially for those hoping to gain entry 

to high points courses.  

▪ Usually 7 subjects are taken for the Leaving Certificate.
▪ An extra (7th) subject? – need to think very carefully about this as 

each LC subject is extensive and requires a lot of work. Big jump in 
standard from J.C.

▪ Other subjects could suffer if workload is too great.
▪ For points purposes best 6 subjects are counted.



Leaving Certificate                 
Programme

▪ Almost all subjects are of equal 
importance.

▪ Extra points are awarded in all 
courses in College since 2012 for 
Higher Level Maths.

▪ Extra points are awarded to students 
who get a grade H6 or above.



POINTS SYSTEM





Life after school

Apprenticeship 
(Level 5 up )

PLC (Level 5 & 6)

IT/ TUs (mainly 
degree 7 & 8,some 

6)

Tertiary Degrees also* 

University (Level 
7 &8)

Work Year out



T E C H N O L O G I C A L  U N I V E R S I T I E S

• 5 Technological Universities 

(former ITs merged in recent years) 

– ATU (9 campuses across Mayo, 

Galway, Sligo and Donegal), 

• TUS (Athlone, Limerick, Clonmel, 

Ennis and Thurles)

• SETU(Carlow, Wexford and 

Waterford)

• MTU (5 campuses in Cork and 

Kerry)

•  TUDublin (5 sites in the Dublin 

area) 



The Higher Education Institutions
 (HEIs) in the Republic of Ireland

1. Atlantic Technological University

2. Dublin City University

3. Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art 
and Design & Technology

4. Dundalk Institute of Technology

5. Mary Immaculate College

6. Maynooth University

7. Munster Technological 
University

8. National College of Art & Design

9. RCSI University of Medicine and 
Health Sciences

▪ 10. Royal Irish Academy
▪ 11. South East Technological 

University
▪ 12. St Angela’s College
▪ 13. Technological University Dublin
▪ 14. Technological University 

Shannon Midlands Midwest
▪ 15. Trinity College Dublin
▪ 16. University College Cork
▪ 17. University College Dublin
▪ 18. University of Galway
▪ 19. University of Limerick

https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/atlantic-technological-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/atlantic-technological-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dublin-city-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dublin-city-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dun-laoghaire-institute-of-art-and-design/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dun-laoghaire-institute-of-art-and-design/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dun-laoghaire-institute-of-art-and-design/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dundalk-institute-of-technology/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/dundalk-institute-of-technology/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/mary-immaculate-college/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/mary-immaculate-college/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/national-university-of-ireland-maynooth/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/national-university-of-ireland-maynooth/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/mtu/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/mtu/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/mtu/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/ncad/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/ncad/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/royal-college-of-surgeons-in-ireland/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/royal-college-of-surgeons-in-ireland/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/royal-college-of-surgeons-in-ireland/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/royal-irish-academy/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/royal-irish-academy/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/south-east-technological-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/south-east-technological-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/south-east-technological-university/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/st-angelas-college-sligo/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/st-angelas-college-sligo/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/tu-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/tu-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/tu-shannon-midlands-midwest/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/tu-shannon-midlands-midwest/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/tu-shannon-midlands-midwest/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/trinity-college-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/trinity-college-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-college-cork/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-college-cork/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-college-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-college-dublin/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/national-university-of-ireland-galway/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/national-university-of-ireland-galway/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-of-limerick/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-of-limerick/
https://hea.ie/higher-education-institutions/university-of-limerick/


▪ The national database for 
sorting students' college 
applications.

▪ Each student fills in their 
own CAO application in 6th 
year, choosing the courses 
they are most interested in, 
in order of preference.

▪ In autumn, the CAO offer 
places if the student meets 3 
criteria.

3 CRITERIA REQUIRED FOR ENTRY

- The 3 Doors

▪ 1 -Minimum Entry Requirements

▪ 2 -Subject Specific Requirements

▪ 3-Points requirement

Focus on University and Technological University Entry

CAO

Out of all of the options available after school, this is the one that has the most stringent criteria 

required to gain access. For this reason, it needs the most attention at this stage. 



There are Three Doors to get    
through for College Entry:

1.Matriculation 
Requirement = 
Basic Entry 
Requirement

2.Subject 

Requirement

3.CAO 

points



1- Matriculation 
Requirement 

▪ Matriculation refers to the minimum 
requirements for entry to the University.

▪ Before you can be considered for 
admission you must meet these 
minimum standards. 

▪ Matriculation has nothing to do with 
points. 

1                     2                    3



1- Matriculation 
Requirement 

▪ Since 2017-

▪ The requirements for level 6 and 7 Courses are 5 O6/H7 grades. 

▪  The requirements  for Level 8 Honours Degrees  are 2 H5 and 4 O6/H7 
grades. 

▪  In Trinity the requirements became 3 H5 and 3 O6/H7 grades*.

1                     2                    3



2-Subject Requirements

Many courses also have specific subject requirements. 

This means that particular courses may require 
particular grades at certain levels, in particular 
subjects.

▪ Here are some examples:









1,615

189



Qualifax - Subject Requirements Tool

https://www.qualifax.ie/subject-requirements

https://www.qualifax.ie/subject-requirements
https://www.qualifax.ie/subject-requirements
https://www.qualifax.ie/subject-requirements




Subject Requirements

▪ ➢ Primary Teaching: H4 in Irish. 

▪ ➢ Commerce: Accounting (UG): H4 in Accounting. 

▪ ➢ Home Economics (2nd level teaching): O6 Lab  Science or Home Ec.

▪  ➢ Business Studies: O5 or H3 in Maths (no Business subject required).

 

▪ ➢ Engineering: H5 in Maths for some courses. L8 – HL , L7/6 – OL

▪  ➢ Human Nutrition and Dietetics (TUD): H5 in Chemistry. 



Subject Requirements 

▪ ➢ Physio: (UL): O4/H3 in one of Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science. 

▪ ➢ Physio (TCD): 2 H5 from Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science/Maths. 

▪ ➢ Physio (RCSI): H4 in one of Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science. 

▪ ➢ Pharmacy (UCC): H5 in Chemistry & in either Physics or Biology.

▪ ➢ General Nursing: O6 in one of Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science. 

▪ ➢



Subject Requirements

▪ ). ➢ * Medicine (RCSI): O6 in one of Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science

 (UCC): 2 Sciences (Chemistry +) 

▪ ➢ (Others): 6 years (O6 in Sc. Subj.) / 5 yrs (2 Sc. Subj.) 

▪ ➢ Science: O6 in one of Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Ag. Science.

▪  ➢ 2 Sciences desirable? H5 in Maths (UL) H7 or O3 in Maths (UCD

▪ ➢ Cadetships in the Defence Forces: Minimum: 3H5 & 3O6. Passes in 
Maths, Continental Language and English or Irish.



Subject Requirements

▪ Science / medical /veterinary 

▪ ➢ Science  - H4 in one science subject

▪  ➢ Medicine  - H4 in Chemistry plus Biology/Physics

▪  ➢ Dentistry  - H4 in Chemistry plus Biology/Physics 

▪ ➢ Pharmacy  - H5 in Chemistry plus Biology /Physics 

▪ ➢ Speech and Language Therapy UCC - H4 science subject & H5 in a language 
other than English 

▪ ➢ Occupational Therapy  - H4 in a science subject 

▪ ➢ Physiotherapy UL – H7 / O3 in a science subject 

▪ ➢ Nursing UCC - one science subject

▪ ➢Veterinary Medicine (UCD): H5 in Chemistry

▪ Veterinary Medicine and Surgery (BVMS) ATU-Letterkenny- 

▪ Chemistry or Physics & Chemistry at H4, and Biology or Agricultural Science or Physics at H4



Subject Requirements 

▪ Engineering 

▪ ➢ Engineering  – may require one science subject and H4 in Mathematics L8

▪  ➢ Engineering  – L7 - O6 ,  L8 - H6 But also see specific course 
requirements*



Subject Requirements 

▪ Languages 

▪ ➢ Commerce International  - H3 in a foreign language 

▪ ➢ Law and French  - H3 in French 

▪ ➢ Law and Irish  - H3 in Irish 

▪ ➢ World Languages  – H3 in language other than English



Languages

▪French or German.

▪ Continental language is required for entry into Most NUI Universities

▪ TCD requires English and another language (either Irish or continental)

▪ Many courses which include a language will require LC standard and some 
(e.g. TCD French) will state that you need higher level.



The Argument for a 
Modern Foreign Language

▪ *189 courses out of the 1,615 CAO courses require students to have a 3rd 
language.  i.e. French or German

▪ *University of Galway (formerly NUIG) there are 37/64 courses.

▪ NB *Correct as at 14/01/2026



Three Doors to get    
through for CAO College Entry:

1.Matriculation 
Requirement = 
Basic Entry 
Requirement

2.Subject 

Requirement

3.CAO 

points



3-Points

▪ Points are allocated to the six best grades of an applicant.

▪ These grades must be achieved in one sitting of the Leaving Certificate 
Examination.

▪ The number of points required for any course in any year isn’t pre-set by any 
college. 



Subject Options 

▪English

▪Irish 

▪Mathematics

The above-named subjects are the CORE SUBJECTS which

 all students must study.

▪ They will also study LCVP in addition to this.



Subject options 2026

Physical Education



Leaving Certificate Life, 
Community and Work

(Formerly known as Leaving Cert Vocational Programme)

▪ In Davitt College we offer this as an 8th Subject that is completed fully in school.

▪ What is Leaving Certificate Life, Community and Work?

▪ It is a new specification rolling out for students starting 5th Year in September 2026, 
replacing the old programme by focusing more broadly on skills for life, work, and 
community, removing rigid subject group requirements, and integrating digital learning, 
personal development, and enterprise.

▪ Key changes include new content, updated assessments (portfolio/exam mix), and a stronger 
emphasis on digital literacy and transferable skills, aiming to prepare students better for 
further education and the modern workplace

▪ It is due to be timetabled for 2 hours per week.

▪ Generally, we encourage students to think of it as an extra subject (for points only, not as one 
of their subjects satisfying entry requirements to third level). 



▪ Assessment: The assessment has 2 parts as of now: 

▪ 1. Portfolio: 60% - CV, reports, work experience diaries, recorded interview etc. 

▪ 2. Written Exam: 40%- Questions on entrepreneurs, case studies, voluntary 
organisations, portfolio documents.

▪ Recognition and Results: LCVP is recognised as a Leaving Certificate subject 
for points purposes by Universities and Technological Universities.

▪ Results: 

▪ Distinction 66 CAO points 

▪  Merit 46 CAO points 

▪  Pass 28 CAO points 

▪  Unsuccessful 0

Leaving Certificate Life, Community and Work



General Advice

▪ If a student is very unsure what 
it is he/she wants to do in the 
future:

▪ Pick a broad range of subjects in 
order to keep options open.

▪ However, you MUST play to your 
strengths and your interests too.

▪ Many students will change their 
minds about their future a number 
of times in the next 2 years. 

▪ Researching now will help you 
make informed decisions going 
forward.

E.g. 

one language 

one science 

one business

one humanities / applied science.

This combination would allow access into a broad 

range of courses/careers.*



Careers Portal Reach Plus Profiles

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.

php?s_CAO_code=CK408 

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php?s_CAO_code=CK408
https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php?s_CAO_code=CK408










A word of caution with CAT4/ 
aptitude tests in general…

• Can help choose education and career options based on strengths and 

weaknesses.

• Help understand why you do well/poorly in certain subjects.

• Can suggest new study options not previously considered.

• They don't take into consideration: work experience, interest, goals, 

personality, values, family and environmental influences.

• They don't factor how you were feeling on the day (tiredness, boredom, unwell, 

lack of interest, frustration, losing your place on the test sheet).

• A person can have an aptitude for a particular area but have no interest in it, 

vice versa.

• They don't measure determination to succeed, leadership, empathy, 

interpersonal skills, being realistic, optimism, independence, stress tolerance, 

ability to help others succeed and the list goes on!



The CAT4 test gives an indication of your potential to learn in each 
of these areas.

 The results of the CAT4 can be used to help you decide which 
subjects best suit your learning potential. Reports have been 
discussed with students and a copy sent home to parents/guardians 
in early February.



Choosing a Subject
A wise choice of 

subjects requires:

RESEARCH

DISCUSSION

REFLECTION

DECISION

L.C. Books, Careers Portal LC 

Subject Information, 

Personal results – CPIP and CAT4

Subject Teachers, Past LC 

Examinations, Consider 

Assessment Structure

Guidance Counsellors, 

Current Teachers, 

Subject Information Talks

Parents, Guardians, 

Friends/Siblings

Consider all the 

information, views and 

opinions
Then, ultimately each 

student must make up 

their own mind.



Key Questions

▪ What subjects are on offer in Davitt College?

▪ Am I interested in a particular course/career area, 
what subjects are essential? ( Course and College 
Entry Requirements)

▪ If not essential, what subjects would be 
useful/helpful for this course/career area? (useful vs. 
points)

▪ What subjects do I like? (motivation, not the teacher)

▪ What subjects am I relatively good at, where do my 
strengths lie? Consider future and past assessments. 
(results, feedback and reflection)





More info and Useful Links

▪ https://davittcollege.ie/career-guidance/ 

▪ http://Curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-
Cycle-Subjects/ 

▪ https://careersportal.ie/ (LC Subject 
Information, course finder, reach plus profile, 
careers info)

▪ https://www.qualifax.ie/ (minimum subject 
requirement)

▪ https://apprenticeship.ie/ 

▪ https://nto.hea.ie/courses/ (tertiary courses)

▪ Individual College/HEI website* - 
constantly updated with information

▪ https://www.military.ie 

▪ https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-
requirements/ 

▪ https://www.ucas.com/explore/search    - 
Universities and College Admission Service for the UK 
or Northern Ireland

▪ https://www.eunicas.ie/ 

 -European University Central Application Support 
Service

https://davittcollege.ie/career-guidance/
https://davittcollege.ie/career-guidance/
https://davittcollege.ie/career-guidance/
https://davittcollege.ie/career-guidance/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
http://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/
https://careersportal.ie/
https://careersportal.ie/
https://www.qualifax.ie/
https://www.qualifax.ie/
https://apprenticeship.ie/
https://apprenticeship.ie/
https://nto.hea.ie/courses/
https://nto.hea.ie/courses/
https://www.military.ie/
https://www.military.ie/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://careerservices.ie/an-garda-siochana/entry-requirements/
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search
https://www.eunicas.ie/
https://www.eunicas.ie/


What Happens Next

▪ Students select their subjects and complete the application via VS Ware

▪ Students must select 6 subjects  and put them

 in order of preference on the form. 

▪ Closing Date: Friday 6th of February 



What Happens Next

▪ In so far as possible , students’ top choices are facilitated

▪ Management will then notify students of their subjects. 

▪ In the rare instance this cannot occur, students are asked to select their 
alternative options in consultation with their Guidance Counsellor.

▪ ➢ Class size restrictions- especially for practical subjects

▪ ➢ We will only run classes that have a sufficient number of students

▪ ➢ Deadline for online application is Friday, 6th of February  .



Any Questions?
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